PTO Meeting Minutes

April 13, 2010
7:40 PM Lisa Couch started meeting with Pledge of Allegiance.  Mrs. Couch introduced Michelle Kavanagh from Financial Resources Federal Credit Union. Ms. Kavanagh presented on behalf of the Credit Union.

Reading of the Minutes

Kim Grossman motioned to accept the minutes.  Jodi Clyde-Rozos seconded

Treasure’s Report

Wendy Francisco presented the Treasurer’s Report.  Kim Grossman motioned to accept the report.  Jodi Clyde-Rozos seconded.
President’s Report
Lisa Couch was looking for volunteers for the nominating committee.  Jodi Clyde-Rozos, Jodi Britton, Jeannie Renzo, and Kim Grossman will sit on the committee.  Still need one more person to sit on the committee.  Mrs. Couch reviewed the proposed fundraisers for next year.  A form was passed around to get volunteers to help with these fundraisers.  Mrs. Couch also discussed third grade moving over cermmony.    There will be a meeting with second and third grade parents, on May 11 at 6:30 PM, to discuss the ceremony and refreshments.  Second grade parents are responsible for refreshments.  On Thursday, May 6 at 7:30 PM there will be a meeting regarding the 8th grade graduation reception.  
Principals Report

Ms. Cook reported that we have 86 kindergartens registered for the year 2010 -2011.  Grants have come in for both schools.  Math league teams placed third.  Students took the National Latin exam.  60 students won awards 3 had perfect scores.
Board of Education Representative
Mindy Markus-Rodden spoke on behalf of the Board of Education – asked parents to please come out and vote. Ms. Markus-Rodden asked if PTO would supply free coffee to people who voted.  Jeannie Renzo offered to supply the coffee if we get enough people to volunteer to sell food at curriculum fair.  Mindy is also on the Nutrition Committee. The committee sent out an online survey regarding the nutrition at our school.  So far, 24 people have responded.  Please respond and let your voice be heard.  Mindy asked PTO to send out an e-mail informing parents about the committee. 

Teacher representative
Ms. Doane thanked parents for gifts that were given to winners of spelling bee and math facts assembly.  
Culturer arts:  Last one scheduled for IEF has been canceled 
Penny sale:  308 tickets have been sold. Looking for volunteers to help bring baskets over to Snuffy’s on Thursday, April 21.
Bengal bash:  Next bash is on June 4. Current 6th and 7th graders will attend. Debbie Schmidt will take over committee for next year.
IEF silly bands:  Kathy Humphrey sold Silly Bands as a fundraiser for Haiti.  It was a huge success.  Kathy stated that she sold out first shipment and then second shipment sold 1000 bands. A profit of $365 went to Haiti.
Teacher appreciation week:  Restaurant has been selected to cater.  Asking parents to donate what ever they can to help with the luncheon.
Old Business

Mindy Markus-Rodden suggested there be a way that parents can donate up front to the PTO instead of donating throughout the year.  She also suggested doing a garage sale as a fundraiser; try to incorporate a car dealership to help promote garage sale.
New business
Susan Varipapa, French teacher at IEF, is planning the 3rd grade trip to a French café.  She has been informed that the cost of busing has gone up due to fuel. Each bus has increased $50 for a total of $250.  Ms. Varipapa would like to keep the cost the same as last year, $24.  She would like to know if the PTO would cover the cost of the buses and to cover the cost of any child who can not attend due to cost.  PTO members suggested charging the children $25 making it only $150 that the PTO would need to pay.  As for paying for children who can’t afford to go, student activity fund can take care of those kids. Kim Grossman motioned to discuss donating the money to the French trip.  Motion seconded.  Jeanie Renzo would like to see if the teacher can make the trip more affordable before we agree to give the money.  Mindy Markus-Rodden suggested that we offer the teacher a donation after the teacher makes an attempt to reduce the price. The PTO voted to give all $250 to Ms. Varipapa.  All in favor 8 all opposed 5. PTO will give $250 to Mrs. Varipapa, but the PTO requests that teachers be present at meetings when they have a request from the PTO.
Mrs. Seracka school nurse at GBMS organizes a walking club for students; she would like to get an outdoor circuit gym for the walking club. She would like the PTO to fund the project.
Next meeting May 11 3rd grade moving over meeting will be at 6:30 pm.

Ice cream party – Ms. Cumbo 5th grade Annaliese Rozos
Raffle drawing – Jeannie Renzo

Respectully submitted by Sharon Buckle, PTO Secretary
