Green Brook PTO Meeting Minutes
February 9, 2010

7:40 PM Lisa Couch opens meeting with Pledge of Allegiance

Lisa introduced Charlene Price Holder who spoke on behalf of NJ Sharing Network.  NJ Sharing Network is an organization for organ donations.  Ms. Holder encouraged parents to sign up for organ donation.
Junior Achievement Presentation

Presentation postponed until March meeting.  Volunteers are needed to visit classrooms. Miss Cumbo will explain the program at our next meeting.
Reading of Minutes

Sharon Buckle read the minutes from the January meeting
Treasurer’s Report

Wendy Francisco presented the budget

President’s Report

Directories have been distributed. Lisa thanked Wendy for finding a company to print the directories.  Mrs. Couch informed the parents that Raritan Valley Community College has youth programs over the summer. Parents can check RVCC website for the schedule.  The school libraries are having a canned food and used books drive.  Collection boxes will be set up in both libraries.  The Green Brook PTO website has a new feature called the electronic bulletin board.  It is way for parents/teachers to communicate with other members of the school community. Parents and teachers can post anything from needs for the classroom to party ideas. You do need to register with the site and anything posted on the bulletin board must be approved by Anne Boccio.  Also, the PTO board will be looking for a new treasurer, Vice President, Corresponding Secretary for next year.
Principal’s Reports

Ms. Pollard announced that Valentine’s Parties will be postponed until Tuesday, February 16.  Ms. Pollard praised the Artist in Residence program. Budget presentations will be on Thursdsay, February 11.  The Board of Ed is still waiting to hear from the Governor’s office as to budget policies.
Board of Ed Representative

Mindy Markus-Rodden was not in attendance, but she did ask Lisa Couch to inform parents to listen to the Governor’s speech on Wednesday regarding school budgets.

Teacher Representative

Mrs. Doane reported on the RIF party at IEF.  Read Across America is March 2.  The book fair will be March 2 – 5.  Safety Patrol is helping the teachers with getting children to the buses.

Mrs. Kessler asked parents to donate gently used board games and card games for use during lunch times.  The Community Service organization and student council are working on raising funds for Haiti. Mrs. Doane and Mrs. Kessler both reported that the teachers are looking forward to the Tricky Tray.

Committee Reports

Book Fairs – March 2-4 at IEF.  There will be one evening when the book fair will be open to parents.  The book fair is in need of volunteers.  The children at GBMS will be able to purchase their books for the summer reading program at the book fair.
Box Tops of Education - will be submitted at the end of this month.  Please put them in a Ziploc bag with your child’s name, teacher’s name, and the amount in the bag.  This will be the last submission for the year.  Gina Strong will be taking over for Dolly Peng

Little Caesar Pizza – Approximate profit was $1,060.

Tricky Tray – Still in need of grade wide baskets, especially for the older grades. Tickets go on sale Tuesday, February 16.  Donations are still greatly appreciated.  Volunteers for the night are also needed.

Heart Healthy Month – Jeannie Renzo and Kathy Yanas would like to spread Heart Health throughout the community.  The students will be shooting basketballs to raise money.  All money will be sent to the American Heart Association.  Jeannie Renzo also reported that Eclipse and Gold’s Gym will be hosting a free fitness class for the students. Eclipse will be holding their class on March 6 and Gold’s Gym will be on March 13. Both gyms are also offering a free month membership for parents
Bengal Bashes – Christine Giamundo is planning a sports theme for the next Bengal Bash.  The committee would really like to see more eighth graders in attendance since this will be their last Bash. Mrs. Giamundo is still looking for chaperones and volunteers.

8th Grade Dance – will be held at Madelines.  The next meeting regarding the dance will be held at JEI in Warren at 8 PM

Spring Egg Hunt – The date has changed to Saturday, March 20 at Top of the World Park.  Looking for people to help with egg hunt.

Teacher Appreciation Week – Wendy Francisco reported that the theme will be Cinco de Mayo. The committee is currently in the process of researching restaurants.
New Business

Kathy Humphrey suggested selling Silly Bands for a Haiti fundraiser. Kathy offered to organize the fundraiser.

Blood Donor winner – Wendy Francisco

Ice Cream Party Winner – Griffith Humphrey – 3 Doane

Raffle Drawing Winner – Diana Curran – 2 passes to the AMC theater in Bridgewater
