Green Brook PTO Meeting Minutes
March 9, 2010
7:30 PM Lisa Couch started the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance

Jr. Achievement

Miss Sara Neely presented the Jr. Achievement program.  It is a community education program that brings the parents into the classroom to teach lessons involving economics.  Miss Neely was looking to recruit parents to volunteer for Jr. Achievement. 

Reading of the Minutes

Maria Piccirilli motioned to eliminate the reading of the minutes.  Jodi Clyde-Rozos seconded the motion
Treasure’s Report

Wendy Francisco presented the budget. The budget was accepted by those in attendance.
Superintendent’s Report

Mrs. Stephanie Bilenker presented the proposed school budget.  April 20, 2010 will be public voting for the budget from 7AM – 9 PM.
President’s Report

Officers are needed for next year. The board is in need of Vice President, Treasurer, and Corresponding Secretary.  A sign-up sheet was sent around to recruit members for the Nominating committee to find people to serve as officers. Seventh Grade parents need to take responsibility for the next Bengal Bash. Volunteers are needed for the book fair at GBMS.  PTO website has a new feature called Exchange.  It works as a message board for parents/teachers to post items that they may need for crafts or projects in school.
Principal’s Report
Mr. Lamberti reported that kindergarten orientation will take place this coming week.  We raised over $3,000 for Hoops for Heart.  Read Across America was also a huge success.  Mr. Lamberti thanked the parents for participating. The annual Math-A-Thon is now taking place.  All money raised will go to St. Jude’s Children Hospital. The Child Assault Program will be taking place in the next few weeks.  A parent presentation will be available on this program also. Mrs. Coach asked if any decision was made regarding the over use of snow days this year.  Mr. Lamberti informed the PTO that we will extend the school year by one day.
Board of Education Representative
Mindy Markus-Rodden encouraged parents to attend board meetings to voice their opinions on the upcoming budget.  Ms. Rodden also encouraged parents to make sure to come out and vote for the budget.
Teacher Representative
Mrs. Doane thanked the parents and Christy Ramunno for helping with the RIF party.  Mrs. Doane also read a thank you note from Mrs. Natki regarding donated books from the families in Green Brook.  Ms. Ciccarella from GBMS also thanked the parents for their support
Committee Reports
· Educational Support
· Cultural Arts – Darlene Connors spoke about the Artist in Residence.  Alicia Lubrano and Darlene will be looking for someone to take over the position of chairing the committee. Ms. Neely volunteered to take over the committee.
· Book Fairs – Gina Strong gave out gift certificates to her child’s class for birthday celebration.  The PTO will offer that option to all parents next year.
· Ways and Means

· Box Tops for Education – Gina Strong will take over next year.  

· Penny Sale – April 22 at Snuffy’s. Jodi Clyde-Rozos was looking for away to reach out to the seventh grade parents.  Volunteers are also needed to help work the event.

· Heart Healthy Month – Jeannie Renzo reported that we are offering a free month pass to two of our local gyms.  The gyms are also offering a free fitness class for grades 4 – 7.
· Student Activities

· Bengal Bash – Next bash is March 19 with a theme of March Madness.  Volunteers are needed to take over the committee for next year.

· IEF Silly Bands Fundraiser – Kathy Humphrey is working with the owner of Silly Bands to sell Silly Bands during lunch times.  Calling the fundraiser IEF Bandz together for Haiti

· Community Outreach

· Spring Egg Hunt – Jeannie Renzo reported that the hunt will take place on March 20, 2010 promptly at 11:45 AM at Top of the World Park. Volunteers are needed to work the event.

· Teacher Appreciation Week – Jeannie Renzo reported that teacher appreciation week is the week of May 3-7.
Old Business
No old business
New Business
No new business
Ice Cream Party Winner

Kylie Buckle – 2 Grant
Raffle Drawing Winner
Jeannie Renzo – Coupon Book

Respectfully submitted by Sharon Buckle, PTO Secretary
