Green Brook PTO Meeting Minutes
September 15, 1009

6:30 – 7:30 PM  Lisa Couch, PTO President, welcomed new parents and explained PTO roles and activities within the school

7:40 PM  Lisa Couch opened the meeting by introducing Boy Scoot Troop 129, who then presented the flag.  Lisa then introduced PTO Officers and stated that the PTO meeting will be kept to 90 minutes; any issues that need to be discussed further will be tabled until the next meeting.

Anne Boccio – Website Coordinator is looking for assistance with the website.  She also welcomes parents to send her information to post on the website as long as it is PTO sanctioned

Treasurer’s Report:  Wendy Francisco reviewed the budget with all present and item lines explained.
Lisa Couch explained that although the budget shows a deficit of $9,360, she does expect to make that up with the fundraisers, however if it is not covered by fundraisers there is enough money in the checking account to cover this deficit.

A parent questioned the need of a gaming license.  Lisa explained that we need it in order to hold Tricky Trays.

Charlene Schuyler motioned to accept the budget.  Gina Strong seconded the motion.  All were in favor.

President’s Report:  Lisa explained roundtable discussions with surrounding school districts that send to Watchung Hills.  The reason for the discussions to improve transitions for the 8th graders.

Superintendent’s Report:  Mrs. Stephanie Bilenker not in attendance

Principal’s Report:  Mr. Armand Lamberti reported that Back to School Night has been changed to October 14, 2009 due to the current mold problem at IEF. Mr. Lamberti stated that the first day of school went smoothly, considering all the last minute changes due to the mold.  Mr. Lamberti fielded questions from the parents regarding the length of time it will take to clean the classrooms

Ms. Linda Pollard welcomed everyone back to school.  She recommends checking the website www.gbtps.org .  Ms. Pollard reported that picture day and back to school will be held on September 23, 2009.  Ms. Pollard introduced Mrs. Cook, Assistant Principal at Green Brook Middle School.
Board of Education Representative:  Mindy Rodin discussed the district goals and green initiatives. Ms. Rodin also reported that the state is looking to regionalize all High Schools.  Currently there are discussions going on as to what towns will attend Watchung Hills Regional High School.  A meeting to discuss this issue is tentatively set for November 19, 2009

Teacher Representative:  Mrs. Doane, IEF, thanked the Middle School Principals for letting us use their classrooms because of the mold problem at IEF.  She also reported that the rugs that were in their classroom have been removed and they will not be getting them back due to the mold.  Mrs. Doane explained RIF program and thanked PTO for their support and help with the program.  Lisa Couch will no longer be doing RIF certificates, Lisa Hagman will be taking over for her.  Lisa also reported that the first and second reading assignments, for RIF, will be rewarded with Pizza Hut gift certificates and the last reading assignment will be awarded a $1 gift certificate to Rita’s
Ms. Cicarilla, GBMS, welcomed everyone back and reported a smooth transition so far.

Kim Grossman read thank you notes from Vera Stein and Middle School Principals.

Committee Reports

Membership Drive:  PTO is looking for a coordinator to put together a directory for PTO members 

Homeroom Reps:  Jeannie Renzo reported that forms will be sent home for parents who would like to volunteer to be a homeroom representative.  Jeannie also reported that grades 6, 7 and 8 will no longer have individual homeroom parents.  These grades will now have a parent committee consisting of approximately 6 parents.  Each grade will have their own committee.  Alicia Lubrano asked to have notice regarding party money sent home earlier, hoping to generate more people to contribute to the parties.  
Cultural Arts:  Alicia Lubrano reported that there will 3 assemblies at IEF and GBMS. Alicia discussed Artist in Residence program for 3rd and 8th graders.  It is a two day workshop where and artist, poet, etc. comes to the schools and works with students.  The third graders will be working with a quilter. The 8th graders will be working with a poet.
RIF Parties: Christy Ramunno is chair at IEF
Mini Grants – We are looking for volunteers to be on selection committee for mini grants

Bake Sale:  Wendy Francisco will chair.  Amy Vette and Gina Strong will be on committee.  Looking for volunteers to bake for Back to School Night.

Innisbrook:  Maria Piccirilli and Lisa Couch will chair.  It is our biggest fundraiser.  Orders this year will be placed on line, but money will be collected by the PTO.

Book Fairs:  Christy Ramunno, Laura Duddy chair IEF and Lisa Couch chairs GBMS.  Our first book fairs will be held September 22, 23, and 24.  The students will only be allowed to attend during lunch time.  Book Fair will be open from 3 PM to 6 PM on Tuesday, September 22, 2009 for parents who would like to visit.  The book fair will also be open at GBMS on September 23 for Back to School night.  The book fair will return for back to school night at IEF on October 14.  It will only be open at night during back to school night.

Holiday Boutique:  Charlene Schulyer, Lisa Couch (IEF) Mary Beth DeMarco (GBMS) reported that the holiday boutique will be held on December 2, 3, & 4.  We are looking for volunteers to assist with the sale.

Box Tops for Education: Dolly Peng is looking for a volunteer to assist her and to take over next year.  Gina Strong volunteered.
Wine Tasting:  Jeannie Renzo and Kathy Humphrey chair.  They are in the process of looking for a place to hold wine tasting

Penny Sale:  A chair and committee are needed to coordinate this event

Trunk or Treating: Cathy Yanes chair.  Scheduled for Friday, October 23

Health and Welfare:  Cindy LaRue chairperson

Hospitality:  Jeannie Renzo chairperson

New Business

Anne Boccio would like to hold an educational meeting for parents regarding social networking.  Maria Piccirilli suggested that Officer Larry attend the meeting and discuss the dangers of these websites. Sue Ptack suggested keeping them separate as two different workshops.

Lisa Couch discussed Capri Sun recycling program.  We will set up bins in cafeteria and students will deposit all silver pouch drinks.  The school will get 2 cents per pouch.

Ice Cream Party winner – Patrick Humphrey in Mrs. Fairchild’s class
Raffle winner – Amy Vette won planted mum

9:15 meeting adjourned

Respectfully submitted by Sharon Buckle, PTO Secretary.

